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Verdugo Hills Hospital Adds Powerful New Tool in 

Fight for Early Detection of Breast Cancer  
 

By Adding GE Healthcare’s New Senographe® Essential 
System, Advances Continue in Digital Mammography at 

Verdugo Hills Hospital 
 

 
(GLENDALE, CA – April 17, 2008) – This year in America, more than 212,920 women 
will be diagnosed with breast cancer. Today, Verdugo Hills Hospital (VHH) advanced 
the fight against this pervasive disease by installing a new, state-of-the-art digital 
mammography system for its patients. This system, a GE Healthcare Senographe 
Essential Digital Mammography system, was selected because of its superior technology. 
 
“By offering this service, we affirm our commitment to provide our patients and medical 
staff with state-of-the-art technology in a community hospital setting,” said VHH 
President and CEO Len LaBella.  
 
“Providing the best diagnostic equipment possible to our patients, which is a vital step to 
good preventive health, this new digital technology will provide both high-precision 
accuracy and increased ease of use for our patients, with even lower radiation exposure 
than standard low-dose film mammography,” said Dr. Christina Wade, Director of the 
Women’s Health Imaging at VHH.  
 
There are many advantages to a digital system. The images are clear and it offers a better 
view of the breast, especially near the skin line, chest wall and in women with diverse 
breast tissue types. The digital image is viewed by the technologist within 10 seconds. 
There is no longer a wait for films to be developed to be sure the images are usable. 
Digital mammograms take as little as half the time of film.  
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“This is new and powerful technology for the detection and fight against breast cancer,” 
said Scott Cameron, Administrative Director of Diagnostic Services at VHH. “Digital 
systems such as the new Senographe Essential allow us to offer our patients state-of-the-
art mammograms that are faster and easier than ever before. And it gives our referring 
physicians extremely accurate images to use in diagnosis.” 

 
Thanks to the efforts of the VHH Foundation and the community, VHH is the first of 
hospitals in the area to introduce digital mammography equipment to the community. 
“We are on the verge of another first in imaging,” Cameron said. “Verdugo Hills had the 
first MRI. We had the first multi-slice CAT scanner, the first stereo breast biopsy room 
and we were the first hospital in the area to go to PACS (Picture Archiving and 
Communication System). And now we are the first hospital to go with digital 
mammography.” 
 
The purchase of VHH’s digital mammography equipment has been funded by the 
Hospital’s Foundation Board members, friends in the community, the Parsons 
Foundation, Glendale Community Foundation, Pasadena Community Foundation, 
Soroptimist Club of Glendale, the Women's Council of VHH Foundation, and the 
employees of VHH. 
 
To schedule a digital mammography at VHH, please contact 818.952.3557. Digital 
mammography is offered at the Verdugo Hills Hospital Breast Imaging Center located at 
1818 Verdugo Blvd. Suite 103, Glendale, 91208. 
 
 
About the Hospital:  
Verdugo Hills Hospital is a 158-bed nonprofit primary care facility nestled in the 
foothills between Glendale and La Cañada Flintridge. The hospital features all private 
rooms, 24-hour emergency services, comprehensive inpatient and outpatient diagnostic 
and treatment facilities, and a family birthing center. It is the only independent, free-
standing hospital in the greater Foothills community and was voted “Foothill’s Best 
Hospital” for 2007 by readers of the Glendale News-Press. Several physicians on staff 
also received recognition as the best in the community, including: Dr. Scott W. Beeve, 
Foothills Best Opthalmologist; Dr. Allan W. Perry, Jr., Foothills Best Plastic Surgeon; 
Dr. Richard L. Rupp, Foothills Best Podiatrist; Dr. William F. Schubert, Foothills Best 
Family Physician; Dr. Jane S. Wada, Foothills Best Dermatologist; and Dr. Ronald D. 
Woodard, Foothills Best Obstetrician/Gynecologist. For more information, please visit 
www.vhhospital.org. 
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